IMPACT: International Journal of Research in ®

Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL) =l ey 'J-X =W i i
ISSN(E): 2321-8878; ISSN(P): 2347-4564 | [ ! 1 :' ELE L‘
Vol. 3, Issue 10, Oct, 2015, 11-14 v 3

© Impact Journals .

RELEVANCE OF GANDHIAN ECONOMICS AND

KHADI IN CONTEMPORARY TIMES

S. R. SARANYA KUMAR
Associate Professor and Head, Department of HisRryidyapeetha (Deemed University),

Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh, India

ABSTRACT

Gandhi’s economic system is based on the traditisystem and khadi. He believed that product®ioibe
determined by social necessity. He opined that modgstem gives importance to the capital. He opgosiodern
industrialisation and opined that progress hasotavigh moral values. He felt that villages to bedirfrom the influence of
industrialisation. and gave more importance to kihahd desired to promote social, ethical and egocovalue of

spinning wheel. He believed that this transformmatim khadhi will provide solutions for all contenrtpoy problems.
KEYWORDS: Khadi, Moral Values, Spinning Wheel, Cooperativenfiag, Chakra

INTRODUCTION

Mahatma Gandhi’'s crusade against exploitation, ggvand the exploitative Socio-economic order isreno
relevant in contemporary times. His economic systebhased on the traditional religious teaching badelieved that this

ethical system alleviates the economic sufferings.

Gandhi opined that the production is to be deteehiny social necessity but not by personal grebd.approach

of Mahatma Gandhi is essentially constructive mitanstatic oné

The modern economics bestows utmost importancketacapital. But, Gandhi believed that the laboum@re
superior than capit&lHatred and Violence never results in progressit@lagis must not rob labourers for their profitstb

make them share-holders in economic development.

Gandhi found inequalities in the society. He bedi\that non-violence plays a significant role itabBshing
economic order and equality in the society. He easjged that removing conflict between capital adzbur is essential
for economic equality.He cautioned labour not to make exaggerated desnane believed that labourers must not
paralyse industries for their immoral demands. ldsirgéd to transform the economic system by hisviolent method.
Gandhi believed that the change of mind plays al vidle in capitalists to bring the above transfation. In hi own
words,” | am inviting those people who consider ntiselves as owners today to act as trustees.” (Ydudd,
26.11.1931.p.369.)

The economic order of Gandhi emphasised the pramuetill be determined by social necessity thanspeal

greed or whim.
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ECONOMIC EQUALITY AND DISTRIBUTION

Economic equality is Gandhi’'s opinion is that evary in spite of caste and creed should have enfoudtis or
her needéHe stated that he would like to bring equality ippealing to the reason of the people. He wantelrityg
equality through non-violence by converting pedpléis point of view. He wanted to bring-out egbltadistribution by

opening the hearts of people to be aware of thdsetthe poor people.

Gandhi opposed modern industrialisation. He opthed progress has to go with moral values and &ithilues.
He has no consideration for heavy machinery andbdieves that it results in mass unemployment. Hiebved that
common people cannot afford large-scale machinad; @roposed small-scale industries as the besbroftir Indian
economy. Gandhi opined that concentration of wegldtthe hands of few, but in the hands of all ie tood sign of
healthy econonty

VILLAGE-AS AN ECONOMIC UNIT

Gandhi felt that villages to be free from the ieflice of industrialisation. He opined that a villdges to be
converted as a economic unit. The establishmenfllae industries, he opines, solves the unempkynproblem in

villages.

Gandhi gave most importance to Khadi as a villageistry. He desired to promote social value of kspidning.

In his words, the spinning wheel represents tolmaehbpe of the masses

Gandhi firmly believed that cooperative farminghig best solution for poor persons for prospergugaltural
economy. Cooperative cattle-farming in a scientifianner results in additional income for the fasndtis is possible

only when people becomes friends of one anothee, éach other and live as one family.

Gandhi appealed the nation to accept the norm ofback to villages”. The wealth of village is theaith of

nation, welfare of the village is the welfare of thation’
KHADI — AS VILLAGE INDUSTRY

Gandhi gave most importance to khadi. He opined khadi results in economic building of a villagde
emphasised revival of economic, social and cultlifalin the villages. He believes that khadi aldmaps the village
population to depend on their own efforts to imgrdliemselves; it also embodies a cultural valuethEu khadi helps
them to be self-dependent. In the words of Garitthiadi is a better system of supplying work andcpdge wages for

every person above the age of sixteen either mdtentale”®

Gandhi felt a need of simple industry to supplenagmtculture for the rural people. These augmeatincome of
the rural masses. He opined that this will createine and helps them to fight starvation. Khadhéonly alternative to
social unrest due to large-scale unemploymentiial mreas. He believed that India will get socralisnly by means of

spinning-wheel.

The chakra (Spinning wheel) serves the poor andynde his own words, “the Spinning wheel represdntme
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great importance to Indian nation. He believed thé the true national industry of India. Revigiand promoting this
industry will bring true economic independencehte millions of our country men and build the natibsociety based on

peace, harmony and love.
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